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SUMMARY

Certainly, childhood was not and still is not a minor theme in Romanian literature,
although it has been a little in-depth. In recent years, several studies, books, including doctoral
theses address this existential segment. A comparative study between contemporary writers
referring to the communist period can be carried out with certain methodological and
hermeneutical utility, in order to identify common events, themes, obsessions, unique
becomings, to understand what remains from a historical, temporal and cultural perspective. A
narrative offers the possibility of understanding and reevaluating the past. The child is surprised
about everything that means his living environment: the family and family environment, the
outer and inner space, but, especially, passions, obsessions, dreams, lures, fears, joys, fears,
friendships, betrayals, separations, rediscoveries, God and gods, superstitions, death are
revealed...

The doctoral thesis is structured in five main chapters and involves the study of
postmodernist narrative perspectives on childhood during the communist period. The first part
of the thesis aims to contextualize, with general references to the concept of postmodernism,
communism and childhood, but also a brief analytical inventory of the major literary texts of
Romanian literature that address the theme of childhood, while examining some collective
works that approached the concept of collective memory. The second, broader part addresses
the theme of childhood during the communist period as it is represented in several novels
written especially after 2000 (when we will no longer be children), a thorough, comparative
study, based on identifying common elements of the analyzed novels.

The first chapter, Postmodernism. Theoretical Preliminaries, is a presentation of the
postmodernist phenomenon. Definitions, periodizations, conceptual delimitations will be
inventoried, the main theorists of postmodernism at European and domestic level will be
highlighted and current prose trends will be presented, as well as the main procedures,
techniques of approaching contemporary epics. The two particularizations of postmodernism,
metafictional postmodernism and anthropocentric postmodernism, will be analyzed, with an
emphasis placed on the concept of death of the author (Roland Barthes), but also on Foucault's
conception of the author as the supreme authority that arises simultaneously with the text,
intervening in the text through insertions, explanations, reflections, challenges. 1 also
highlighted the idea that stimulating the author's presence in the text and concealing his absence

are complementary strategies, frequently used by postmodernist prose writers (the marginal



author and the central author), insofar as the boundaries between autobiography and literature,
between journal and novel, blurring postmodern writers equating the real with the possible. On
the other hand, I pointed out the conformation of the three decisive elements in the constitution
of the fictional universe: the narrative code, the descriptive code and the thematic structure.

The second chapter, Communism and Memory, briefly radiographs the main
coordinates of the totalitarian system installed in Romania, the Golden Age and the Ceausescu
dictatorship being especially analyzed. Memory follows the thread of external events, but also
of individuals who, living under the same sky, experience an oppressive system that acts
according to the same rules, as in a dystopian universe. The presentation follows the change of
mentality during the 30 years since the 1989 Revolution, stating that, although it lost ground in
the first years, along the way the novel reaffirms its supremacy in literature. A powerful
generation of writers, around the age of 35-45, are beginning to assert themselves and become
appreciated names in Romanian literature and abroad. There is a strong literature of writers
born and raised under communism, which has aroused more and more interest abroad. These
texts certainly target the tragic, oppressive element, the traumas repressed in the perimeter of
writing, but many Romanian writers will evoke the daily life of life under communism, which
no longer makes literature a weapon of revenge, but a means of evocation, a form of non-
forgetfulness, of finding the deeper self.

The next two chapters (Childhood, a major theme of postmodernist prose and
Communism, as a collective experience. Fictional and nonfictional) expose aspects related to
the return to childhood through anamnetic exercises, revealing registers and evolutions,
theoretical contextualizations and procedures for fictionalizing the past, ways of assuming,
confirming and recovering identity, refuges and frustrations. For a long time, writers will wage
a real war of memories, guarding them and hiding them in their mental space, in order to avoid
perhaps answering the painful questions triggered by their experiences. The appeal to the
narrative that encompasses the geography of memory highlights the undeniable links between
past and present, which is only a reminder of the existence of universal symbols keeps alive.
The main collective volumes relevant to the proposed theme are circumscribed, then five
collective volumes, more or less fictional, are analyzed, all drawing attention to various aspects
of childhood lived under communism. Among them we mention: In cdutarea comunismului
pierdut (2001), authors: Paul Cernat, lon Manolescu, Angelo Mitchievici, loan Stanomir, O
lume disparuta (2004), authors: Paul Cernat, lon Manolescu, Angelo Mitchievici, loan

Stanomir, Anii 80 si bucurestenii (2003), neat volume by Ana Vinea and written by Serban



Anghelescu, loana Hodoiu, Cosmin Manolache, Anca Manolescu, Vlad Manoliu, Irina
Nicolau, loana Popescu, Petre Popovat, Simina Radu-Bucurenci, Ana Vinea, Cartea roz a
comunismului (2004), coordinated by Gabriel H. Decuble, Cum era? Cam asa... Amintiri din
anii comunismului (roménesc) (2006), volume coordinated by Calin-Andrei Mihailescu,
Tovarase de drum. Experienta feminina in comunism (2008), coordinated volume by Radu
Pavel Gheo si Dan Lungu, Carti, filme, muzici si alte distractii din comunism (2014), work
coordinated by Dan Lungu si Amelia Gheorghita, Tot inainte! Amintiri din copilarie (2016),
coordinated volume by Simona Preda si Valeriu Antonovici, Cartea copilariilor (2016),
coordinated volume by Dan Lungu si Amalia Gheorghita, Mica istorie a unui secol mare
(2018), coordinated volume by Monica Onojescu, Si eu am trait in comunism (2018) edited
writing by loana Parvulescu. We must emphasize that both authors of nonfiction studies and
fiction writers were children and adolescents during communism, so these volumes acquire a
personal, strongly subjective note.

The last chapter, Communism, narrative perspectives. Comparative case studies, the
most extensive, comparatively analyze several fictional writings, novels of a generation, by
writers generally affirmed after the year 2000. The papers focus around a subtheme, so that in
the subchapter Rememorare si nostalgie, the novels Nascut in URSS by Vasile Ernu and
Baiuteii by Filip and Matei Florian We emphasize the importance of family space, which,
despite material deficiencies, goes beyond the historical context. For Vasile Ernu, the USSR is
not only a country, it is a homeland, a project, a utopia, therefore something indestructible.
Personal history is included, it is part of this utopia, in which the great Komunalka includes the
small komunalka as in a mysterious matryoshka. On the other hand, in the case of the Florian
brothers, the idea of wanting to remember a personal history from a period that children intuit
only as bad is emphasized. The evil of communism comes not from the data and all the
directives of the party, not even from the veneration of the dictator, the evil deriving from
communism has to do with the universe reduced to the personal dimension, of the family.
Subchapter Redescoperirea si locurile memoriei analyze the novels Aleea Zorilor by Andrei
Craciun and Tn spatele blocului by Mara Wagner, in which the image of the communist flat is
described, part of those lieux de memoire, indispensable to childhood under communism.
Another subchapter, Calatorie in trecut sau cum sa prinzi radacini emphasises in the novel
Sonia ridica mdna by Lavinia Braniste An interesting idea, that of wanting to know the
historical context in which grandparents and parents lived. It is a nostalgia for a past to which

the character feels connected, as invisible bonds that project destiny not towards the future, but



towards the past, as in a reconciliation with the inner person and with all those who make up
his affective edifice. The novels written by Cezar Paul Badescu and Ovidiu Verdes, Tineretile
lui Daniel Abagiu and Muzici si faze, are veritable bildungsromans, capturing the process of
transition from childhood to adulthood and emphasizing, in colloquial register, the escapes of
youth comunist in (sub)culture (music occupies a privileged place). Subchapter Ipostaze
feminine. Alte aspecte ale bovarismului postmodern: Pupa russa, Gheorghe Craciun, si ca si
cum nimic nu s-ar fi intdmplat, Alina Nelega explore the evolution of female characters from
childhood to adulthood. There are ample texts about being humiliated under the terror of an
inhuman totalitarian system, which, before annihilating destinies, demeans, breaks the inner
springs at the level of consciousness, so that the human being becomes self-distroyed. The
analysis capitalizes on some concepts and theories of philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky, who
highlights, throughout history, three female hypostases: the depreciated woman, the glorified
woman, the indefinite woman. In this subchapter the paper emphasizes several aspects of the
bovaric woman, applied analyses about bovarism. Subchapter Traume si revolte: Tot Tnainte
by loana Nicolaie and Fantoma din moara by Doina Rusti explore the issue of suicide. Emile
Durkheim's theory is mentioned and illustrated, characterizing four forms of suicide: manic
suicide, melancholic suicide, obsessive/anxious suicide, and impulsive suicide/automatism.
Also, a textual analysis of the repercussions of trauma on the characters (Arsenia, Adela) is
carried out, starting from the detailed study of essayist Angelo Mitchievici, Farmecul vietilor
distruse. Cdteva reflectii despre ratare. The last subchapter, Sensuri si nonsensuri. Evadari,
reusite si ratari in comunism: Andreea Rasuceanu, Herta Miiller, Radu Pavel Gheo, Vantul,
duhul, suflarea, Astazi mai bine nu m-as fi intdlnit cu mine insami and Noapte buna, copii,
examine another significant aspect of communist reality, escape. In this regard, aspects of the
efforts undertaken to fulfill the American dream, for which people were willing to pay with
their lives, are analyzed. Often, history becomes just a pretext to analyze the dramas, the inner
springs of the character, the important matter being the network of psychic and interhuman
connections, with all the interrogations, turmoil, and (un)fulfillments to which it gives rise.

In conclusion, literature that rewrites the age of childhood under communism, captures
both personal histories and collective histories. The contemporary writer had the chance to live
in two worlds: one of childhood under communism, another of remembering, rethinking,
interpreting the present, which favors a nostalgic return to the past. If we admit that the social
identification of the individual goes through several stages, we understand that the

contemporary writer, in the stage of autonomous social self, individual with personal social



standards, valuable and recognizing similar values, looks to the past, following the other stages
of social identification: the stage of the lived self, the public self, the collective self, the
affirmation of a conceptual social self. It is true that, from the present, matured, accumulating
diverse life experiences, different ideological conceptions, opposite realities, it is difficult for
the writer to write about childhood under communism, to be totally objective. Writing,
returning to childhood, remembering represent acceptance, reconciliation, healing, salvation.

Most authors who have written novels from a subjective, homodiegetic perspective
confess in interviews that they did not write so much to denounce the communist totalitarian
system, but to favor a rediscovery of the inner self, to probe the unique universe of childhood,
which can only be fixed through the revelatory experience of writing. Valuable novels, written
from an objective, heterodiegetic perspective, denounce, however, more or less directly, harsh
truths of childhood lived under communism: injustices, poverty, deprivation, favoritism,
stalking, denunciations, blackmail, rapes, stigmatizations, sudden deaths, etc. Behind them
there are unique, unrepeatable destinies hidden, these fictional texts being true novels of
becoming, of awareness, of radiography of the self that constantly relates to the inner person,
to others and, often, to transcendence. Beyond any socio-economic-political context, this
probing of the depths of the human being, from the most vague perceptions about the inner
person to the most complex testimonies and analyses of subjectivity, has occupied, occupies
and will occupy a major place in all literary works.

The analyzed narrative perspectives focused on the theme of childhood under
communism, so we sought to explore the memories and rediscovery of the places of memory,
the journeys into the past undertaken by important postmodern prose writers, events of self-
knowledge that represented ways of deconstructing illusions, of taking refuge in the labyrinth
of intimacy and of rethinking one's own identity through the prism of the temptation of

memory, always placed in the appropriate socio-historical context.
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