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ABSTRACT 
 
 

  Doctoral thesis The novels of formation in universal literature represent, first of all, 
the way in which the characters of the Bildungsromanas of  Romanian literature are presented 
in various hypostases of writing and epic construction, through their evolution from 
childhood to adulthood, the way they traveled an initiatory path, making the transition from 
one stage of life to another. The characters are closely related to the text and the context. The 
doctoral thesis aims to highlight the way in which important writers like: Ion Creangă, Ioan 

Slavici, Lucian Blaga, Mihail Sadoveanu, Mircea Eliade, Panait Istrati or Marin Preda 
captured in their works the initiatory paths of the characters, in various thematic hypostases 
and configurations of self-formation.  
 In the first chapter, The training novel. Theoretical aspects, I considered that it is 
necessary to highlight a number of conceptual aspects, also presenting the evolution of the 
training novel (Bildungsroman), in Romanian and universal literature. The journey, the path 
of initiation, is not just an awareness of the self, but a transformation of it into a self capable 
of responding to the norms that society imposes. The Bildungsroman appeared in Germany in 
the 18th century, the initiator of the species being Johann Karl Simon Morgenstern, who 
believed that the idea of evolution is the essence of a novel, because the character develops 
on several psychological, social, moral levels. The hero and the path of initiation that he 
travels is a reflection of society and its problems. 
 In the chapter Ion Creangă and the archetype of the prose of formation is 
commented the literary creation of Ion Creangă, a writer with an energetic and revealing vital 
tone, with a Rabelaisian humor and an expressiveness marked by the resources of orality. The 
autobiographical novel Childhood Memories( Amintiri din copilărie), describes the process of 
becoming a great writer. The departure, as recorded in the volume Amintiri din copilărie 
has many accents by Bildungsroman, representing an image of a painful break from self, 
reality and childhood, the writer recording with acuity and expressiveness the child's 
transition to adolescence, to a spiritual life . The fairy tale The story of  Harap-Alb  (Povestea 
lui Harap-Alb)  describes the path of becoming the main hero, the initiatory journey of which 
he is a part, at the end of which he is ready to assume his mission, his destiny, taking his 
place on the throne. Viewed from multiple perspectives, Ion Creangă's work facilitated, 

through complexity and depth, the existence of an important exegetical foundation, as 
evidenced by the numerous monographs, extensive studies, chapters in literary histories or 
other synthesis works, articles and chronicles. 
 In the chapter Ioan Slavici. The discreet charm of the Bildungsroman, the first 
subchapter aims to highlight the fact that love has an important role in the maturation of a 
man and in the fulfillment of his destiny, while exposing the stages that heroes go through in 
order to shape a true love, mature, lasting, based on respect and sincere attachment. This love 
has the disturbing force of a fatality, because the two cannot resist it and fall into the traps of 
a devouring passion. 
 The chapter Autobiography as Bildungsroman (Autobiografia ca Bildungsroman), 
dedicates the first subchapter to the autobiographical novel The Chronicle and the Song of the 
Ages (Hronicul și cântecul vârstelor) which presents the initiatory path taken by Lucian 
Blaga in defining his own existence and his own spiritual identity. The chronicle and the song 
of the ages is a Bildungsroman because it transcribes the narrator's evolution from childhood 
to adulthood, while recording the stages and trials he goes through throughout his life. In the 
second subchapter Life as a Prey (Viața ca o pradă), by Marin Preda - stages of creative 
formation I interpreted the autobiographical novel of Marin Preda, from the perspective of his 
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characteristics of training novel. In the novel Life as a Prey, by Marin Preda, Marin goes 
through all stages creative training and goes through an initiatory path from childhood to 
adulthood. Life as a Prey is the novel of writing a realistic novel, with an autobiographical 
character, the story being told in the first person. The writer presents the plausible facts of his 
life, accurately and emotionally describing scenes, human portraits, landscapes from different 
eras and environments. 
 The chapter Self-formation as a way out of the labyrinth (Formarea de sine ca 
ieșire din labirint) represents the sum of some interpretations of some important formation 
novels of Romanian literature. In the novel Baltagul, Sadoveanu evokes the destiny of 
Gheorghiță, a character who will follow the path of initiation, passing from adolescence to 
adulthood. Baltagul is a novel of initiation, because Gheorghiță is initiated to pass into a new 
stage of his existence, in adulthood, but also because Vitoria is initiated into death, she 
descends into Hell with her husband, from where she returns healed by resentments through 
the judicial act he performs. She accepts death, therefore also reality, her path being that of an 
affective rebirth, but also of the reconstruction of a myth. Mihail Sadoveanu creates here a 
realistic-mythical novel, realistic through plausible facts, scenes and feelings, presented 
objectively, and mythical through symbolic and mythical representations configured 
narratively. The main source of inspiration for the novelist was the popular ballad Miorița, 
from which symbols, epic structures, the conflict between the three shepherds and the 
perseverance of the woman who sets off in search of the killed husband were taken over.  
 The  novel  of the myopic adolescent (Romanul adolescentului miop) is analyzed 
from the point of view of autobiography as Bildungsroman. As a teenager, crushed by 
ambitions and complexes, Mircea Eliade wants to stand out in the public consciousness. If 
The novel of the myopic adolescent captures a stage in the author's life, outlining the states, 
feelings and problems of a teenager, the novel Gaudeamus describes the turmoil of a student, 
who remained dreamy, troubled, interrogative and lucid. All the anxieties and all the failures 
are part of the process of formation and becoming of the author, for which the writing 
represents a process of affective purification and spiritual edification.  
 In the subchapter Training as an assumed destiny Panait Istrati, Ciulinii 
Bărăganului, I interpreted Istrati's novel, from the perspective of Matache, the main character 
of the novel, he also asked the destiny of a protagonist of a Bildungsroman, evolving from 
childhood to adulthood. In this novel, Panait Istrati describes not only the initiatory path 
taken by Matache and his destiny, but also the destiny of the thistles, a symbol of an 
emblematic space. Every living thing has a relentless destiny. The same is the case of thistles, 
some of them dying from the beginning, others try to withstand the strong wind but are 
knocked down by the other thistles and, after the bad weather has passed, the strong thorns 
remain "lonely". Although life is hard with some we can not prevent the fulfillment of 
destiny, we can not prevent the fulfillment of the destiny that was given to us, this being the 
case of Matache, a young boy who wants to go on the road with his father believing that he 
will live an adventure, later discovering the difficulties of existence. 
 The doctoral thesis I have developed aims to interpret the evolution of the novels of 
form at the beginning and until the modern era, highlighting not only the way in which the 
narrative scores and the ways of writing evolved, but also the unique paths and way of 
thinking of some. important writers of Romanian literature, authors of training novels, in 
conjunction with major writers of universal literature. 
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