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Summary

After 1948, Romanian education underwent a fundamental change. In a country where
modern society was created under the ethos of education, education was the preferred target of
the communist regime. The creation of the new man, as his regime intended, began with the
abandonment of the traditions of education. The teachers attached to the old values were
eliminated and people with summary training were hired. The school programs were rewritten,
and the students entered on the basis of an additional selection being legitimized by the social
status of the parents and especially by the commitment to the new ideology. The big stake of the
communist regime was a total change of the society operating with other values in the
modernization process. The result was the failure of modernity. But, before seeing the end of this
process, in the paper | tried to make an X-ray of the education in Targu-Mures in 1952-1966. It
turned out that everything changed here: schools, their structure, the emergence of a large
number of vocational schools and specialized high schools "workers' factories”. Education first
and foremost sacrificed the humanistic dimension in favour of the technical one. In retrospect,
we can see how the past and education managed to "implement” the party's policy, namely, to
create trades.

The paper, structured in five chapters, was possible following the methods applied to
carry out the scientific research while at the same time following the analysis of the political
events. The starting point was related to the question: “How did the Hungarian minority and the
existence of the Hungarian Autonomous Region influence the education process in Targu-
Mures? Respectively, what were the particularity elements existing in the city and how was the
Law of education applied (from August 1948) and the Decisions of the Councils of Ministers
(regarding the education system) in carrying out the education process in the city?

To answer this question, we analyzed the Romanian education system under the impact of the
communication process. The rapid pace of Romania's industrialization has forced the poly-
technicisation of education according to the Soviet model, thus the school coming under the total
control of the single party. The new law of education imposed the generalization and the
compulsory of the elementary education of 7 classes and the setting up of the evening class
sections and those with reduced frequency. In order to eliminate illiteracy, literacy courses of 1-2

years duration were organized, with unique analytical and manual programs. A positive aspect of



the 1948 reform was the fact that access to education of all grades for the children of peasants
and workers was possible.

Due to the various problems arising from the initial application of the law (education

from August 1948) it was permanently supplemented by Decisions of the Council of Ministers.
Sometimes these H.C.M.'s did not have continuity of application from one school year to the
next, thus the entire education system being in continuous change and experimentation. At the
same time, by adopting these H.C.M., the Soviet model was gradually imported into the
Romanian educational structures. From the researches done, we have seen that for centuries,
Targu-Mures has been a privileged city in terms of education. These privileges were shattered in
the summer of 1948, following the entry into force of the Education Act of August 1948.
The organization and functioning of the pre-university education institutions in Targu-Mures
(1952-1966), was based on a general regulation, elaborated by the Ministry of Education in
collaboration with the tutelary ministries within which the school was operating. At the same
time, from the archival documents we can see that the schools of all types in the city of Targu-
Mures after 1948, were organized according to the language of teaching (schools with teaching
in Romanian and separately those with teaching in the mother tongue), abolishing -the schools
with mixed teaching. Although the law was unitary for all schools operating in the territory of
Romania, there were nevertheless major differences in schools teaching Hungarian, where the
teaching was done according to textbooks printed in Hungary and not according to the unique
textbook and programs approved by the Ministry of Education, as provided by the Law. From
August 1948 the consequences of applying the Law of Education (from August 1948) on the
network of schools of all types in the city (between 1948 and 1966) were: the abolition of
schools with tradition (for example the Pedagogical High Schools, the Roman Catholic High
School, etc.), reorganization of others in technical schools (High School for Wood and Metal
Processing, Agricultural High School, etc.) and polytechnics of theoretical high schools
(Theoretical High School ,,Alexandru Papiu Ilarian”, Theoretical High School ,,Unirea”, etc.).

For a closer control of the school units in the city, the guidance and control service of
the education system (elementary, professional and environmental) is set up in Targu-Mures. Its
purpose was to contribute to the effective support of the pedagogical activity of the teaching
staff. The education reform of August 1948 fundamentally changed the conception of education.

If during the interwar period there was a qualitative increase on multiple branches of the



educational act (a consequence of the education system from the interwar period was the high
rate of illiteracy among the population, especially in the rural area), in the first decades of the
communist period the emphasis was placed especially on vocational and technical education,
thus resulting in a quantitative increase. The new regime wanted to prepare all citizens for the

economic and social construction of communist Romania.



